Kyle Distribution Switchgear

Utility Enhances System Communication
with ProView™ ldea Workbench™

French Broad EMC, an electric cooperative based in
Marshall, NC, is installing a system wide SCADA sys-
tem to monitor power used from the transmission sup-
plier and provide data to their System Planning and
Operations department. The project focused on gath-
ering data from substation voltage regulators and
reclosers. In order to gain communication capabilities
through the reclosers, French Broad upgraded all of
their Cooper Power Systems Form 3A recloser con-
trols to Form 6 controls.

The French Broad EMC engineers chose to commu-
nicate to the controls with DNP 3 communications
protocol allowing them to utilize existing radio, fiber
optic, and RS485 communication lines. The Form 6
control was selected in part because of the standard
RS485 and RS232 communication ports and addi-
tional flexibility to add radio mounting provisions and
fiber optic accessories.

The Form 6 ProView™ application software enabled
French Broad to program the control for basic over-
current protection and other advanced protection
schemes. French Broad also used ProView™ to cus-
tomize the control front panel pushbuttons making it
easier for operations personnel to interrogate and
control the recloser.

The ProView™ Communications Workbench™ was
significant to the project for integration of the Form 6
controls to their SCADA system. French Broad easily
customized the DNP 3 point database. With the ability

i
|
|
|

Idea Workbench™ application main screen.
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Communications Workbench™ customization.

to simply drag and drop data points and control status
signals, French Broad designed their own DNP 3 point
database within days. Cooper Power Systems engi-
neers quickly produced new data point signals specif-
ically for French Broad. After they added all of the
desired data points, they removed unnecessary
points, and completely rearranged the remaining
points into a database that best suited their needs.

According to Jeff Loven, PE, French Broad, EMC, "We
basically went through each point and decided what
points we wanted to see coming back on our SCADA.
We mapped those points on the Communications
Workbench, and through mapping those we came up
with a systematic map for the points and input those
into our SCADA system. It was rather simple once we
got the first one done. The biggest plus is, instead of
pulling back all the data that Cooper Power Systems
includes in the control, we were able to streamline the
communication platform and not bog it down with
unwanted data."

Considering Form 6 application software advantages,
Loven observed, "It's a combination between ProView,
that it is easy to use, very intuitive, and pretty simplis-
tic and the Communications Workbench and the drag
and drop features. It doesn’t take hours on end to do
it. The price was a nice feature. The cost vs. benefits
ratio was superior to anything else out there."
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After 60 years of continued customer service growth, Kyle® has an
unmatched history as the leader in the distribution switchgear industry.

Even as we look to the future, we remain committed to that legacy.

Innovative Exceptional
Products Customer Service

Contact your Cooper Power Systems Representative for additional information.

The Quality System at Cooper Power Systems,
Kyle Distribution Switchgear is ISO 9001 certified.
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